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Farr pushed a low, wet belly-crawl
in Cueva de los Allarines to con-
tinuing passage. A number of new
pits were mapped near Revilla and
Las Chinas, including Cueva Jardín
and Pozo Diamante de Kirsten,
both around 100 meters deep.

 In June 2000, Sandra Laura
Gómez, Troy Lanier, Peter Sprouse,

still unexplored.
North of Reforma, the Ojo En-

cantado resurgence cave was revis-
ited by PEP cavers to continue the
push upstream begun by Jean
Krejca and Steve Taylor the year
before. A new route to the cave up
Trejo Canyon sucked up most of the
trip, so only a little more passage
was surveyed, up a waterfall climb,
where the cave continued. Sources:
Peter Sprouse, Death Coral Caver 10,
2000. The PEP’s Death Coral Caver
can be obtained from Box 8424,
Austin, Texas 78713.

 The fish Astyanax mexicanus
from the states of Tamaulipas and
San Luis Potosí has both eyed surface-
dwelling and eyeless cave-dwelling
forms. Eyes begin to develop in all
embryos, but degenerate in the
blind forms. Experiments show that
a lens from a surface embryo trans-
planted into one side of a cave em-
bryo causes development of a normal
eye on that side. Conversely, trans-
planting a lens from a cave embryo
into a surface one causes no eye to
form. This suggests that the blind-
ness mutations in the cave fish affect

primarily the nature of the lens, and
the lens then controls whether an
eye develops or degenerates. Source:
Yoshiyuuki Yamamoto and William
R. Jeffery in Science, volume 289,
page 631, 2000.

While some members of the U.
S. Deep Caving Team spring 2001
project were diving in Infiernillo,
others pushed the bottom of Sótano
de Caracol (see Mexico News,
AMCS Activities Newsletter 22). Bev
Shade detected air flow at a very
low airspace over a pool. No airflow
had been detected here before, but
the cave was drier this time. The
floor of the pool was dug for 5
meters, until Mark Minton and
Yvonne Droms broke through into
horizontal canyon passage, sur-
veyed for 80 meters. Beyond, after
opening up an extremely tight
squeeze, Bart Hogan, Bill Stone, and
Bev Shade surveyed to a large
breakdown area with good airflow
in open passage. Windows in the
sides of two of the lower pits were
reached with a grappling hook. One
of the parallel pits reached got too
small, and the other continued be-
yond the length of the available
rope, but did not seem to have air-
flow. The depth of Caracol is now
282 meters, and the total length
doubled to 677 meters. Source: Mark
Minton.

Sótano de Caballo Moro in
southern Tamaulipas is a karst win-
dow with a large river in it that
sumps both upsteam and down-
stream. It seems likely that this river
comes from a large system drain-
ing the El Cielo area. El Cielo is a
heavily karsted range towering
2000 meters over its resurgences.
About eighty caves have been ex-
plored on top of it, but none has
gone over 400 meters or so deep yet.
Caballo Moro might be a way into
the system, but divers will have a
strong current to fight.

Sótano de Caballo Moro is un-
usual in that its population of
Astyanax mexicanus is a mixture of
eyed and eyeless forms. Usually
eyed forms are not found under-
ground. There is no access for fish
to the lighted portion of the cave
river in the karst window except

and Blanca Estela Zapata checked
out a cave Blanca had found ear-
lier above Peregrina Canyon. Cue-
va del Molino began as a dusty
crawl, but soon teed into a nice
walking passage that led to a drop,
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