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by using roots as a ladder on the south
side. A 3-meter-wide, 2-meter-high pas-
sage goes 8 meters to a 5-meter climb
down to a 2-meter-high, narrow pas-
sage that goes 6 meters to the end. No
airflow, very dry.

125. Sótano de los Guacamayos.
Southwest 1.1 kilometers from the vil-
lage of El Refugio, just west of Arroyo
los Tinajones.

The entrance to this large pit is 30
meters wide by 60 meters long. The
drop is 140 meters to a bottom that is
50 by 65 meters. The discovery and ex-
ploration of the pit are described in
Association for Mexican Cave Studies
Newsletter, vol 5, no. 2–3, pp. 56–57,
from which the accompanying map is
reprinted.

129. Cueva Obscura. On the western
edge of an overgrown field on a hill-
side 120 meters above and 1 kilometer
west-southwest of El Refugio, in trees
about 15 meters from the clearing, in a
shallow, rocky ravine.

The entrance is 2 to 3 meters high
and wide, but is nearly covered by
boulders and appears to be several
smaller entrances into the same room,
which is 5 meters in diameter and has
a steeply sloping floor. A high lead goes
up another 7 meters to a flowstone- and
spider-filled alcove. From the base of
the slope, a hands-and-knees crawl
goes 10 meters to a junction. Ahead
ends in 5 meters, and to the left a diffi-
cult, narrow 5-meter climb down
reaches the lowest point in the cave,
where it is too tight, although rocks
rattle down another 3 meters. No other
leads, and no airflow.

133. Cueva de las Raices. Northwest
20 meters from a road. See number 123.

The entrance is a small hole less than
1 meter in diameter at the base of a
natural rock wall 1.5 meters high. A 1.5-
meter-diameter enlarged-joint passage
goes 8 meters to a junction in a room 2
meters high. Left goes 6 meters to
breakdown, and right does too. Near
the junction, a body-size hole drops 2
meters to what looked like a too-tight
hole, which was not pushed. No air-
flow. Numerous roots dangle from the
ceiling, hence the name Raices (roots).

135. Cueva de El Refugio. On a dry,
forested hillside, 40 vertical meters
above the logging road from El Refugio
to Manantiales. A faint trail leads from
the road up to the cave, which is
roughly 500 meters from El Refugio.

The entrance is 3 meters high and
10 wide and consists of two openings
separated by a rock pillar. Just inside
is the largest room in the cave, 7 meters
wide and about 15 meters long, with a
flat floor and heavily decorated ceiling
and walls. A passage in the back right
corner goes as a hands-and-knees
crawl for 15 meters to a flowstone
choke.

To the left, a 1-meter-high, 3-meter-
wide crawl goes for about 8 meters to
the second large room, 10 meters in
diameter and about 5 meters high. All
the walls are copiously decorated by
very dry formations, and one can climb
the guano-encrusted formations along
the back wall into a few alcoves that go
nowhere. On the right side of the room,

two smaller leads form a 30-meter loop.
The cave is very dry and seems to

have been silted up, as tips of stalac-
tites are buried deep in the floor. There
are quite a few names on the walls, and
most of the smaller formations have
been broken. There is no airflow any-
where in the cave.

138. Sótano de Ventana del Arroyo.
An overgrown karst feature in the
middle of Arroyo los Tinajeros, about
100 to 200 meters north of Sótano de
Guacamayos.

The upper entrance is a 9-meter pit,
2 meters wide at the top. At the bot-
tom, the pit opens into a 3-meter-high,
4-meter-wide opening back out to the
arroyo. One side passage climbs up 4
meters.
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